
Dear Class of 2020,  
 
Last week, San Juan Unified announced that we would hold virtual graduation ceremonies in June for 
each of our high schools. While I know this is not the outcome many of us wanted to arrive at, I want to 
share more of the thinking and reasoning behind the decision with you. It’s important to me that you 
know this was not a quick decision or an easy decision made in haste without regard for you and your 
hard work. 
 
We could not ask each individual for their personal preference, but there were two large and fairly 
universal themes that we did hear which have guided our decision-making in partnership with the health 
and safety restrictions currently in place.  
 

1. We must absolutely honor the Class of 2020. You have worked your entire lives to reach this 
point. Your efforts, your struggles, and your achievements deserve to be recognized.  

2. Whatever we do should be as inclusive as possible. Sharing graduation with your peers, those 
who have shared the experience with you for the last 12+ years is vitally important.  

 
We all agree that an in-person event would be preferred and we worked to identify an option that meets 
the two themes above as well as safety restrictions. District staff members continue to work closely with 
local health officials to monitor COVID-19 and while we do expect some of the stay-at-home restrictions 
to be eased in coming days and weeks, we have been given no indication that group gatherings of any 
significant size will be allowed this summer let alone prior to the end of the school year.  
 
We also know that the Class of 2020 is going places! As much as some adults might like to think you 
are all going to just be standing around waiting for the world to allow you to graduate, we know that 
come the last day of school some of you will be off on the next chapter of your journey whether that be 
to college, starting a career, entering the military or something else entirely. If we are going to honor 
you with as many of your classmates as possible we need to do something before the last day of 
school.  
 
That leaves us at virtual graduation ceremonies now and looking for additional in-person opportunities 
to celebrate and honor your graduation in the coming months as health and safety conditions allow. 
Other schools in our region and many colleges and universities have arrived at this same answer. 
Know that your principals, teachers and our district staff will continue to look for ways to bring you 
together in-person when it is safe to do so. I am also attaching an FAQ document that explains more 
about our process and other options we did consider.  
 
I want to ask you to consider participating in these virtual events with your classmates. Dress up in your 
cap and gown and get that epic selfie to share with everyone. Include the people who helped you 
succeed the most - your parent, sibling or others by putting them in your video clip. Plan a watch party 
with your friends via social media when your ceremony is released.  
 
Please, take this opportunity to be together when we must temporarily be physically apart. Thank you 
for all you have done to learn, grow and become you. We are proud of you.  
 
Sincerely,  
Kent Kern 
Superintendent 
San Juan Unified School District 
 


